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Dear Friend, Fall 2003

Sometimes [ am asked what makes St Gregory's
Academy different from other schools. You may wonder your-
self why parents are willing to even consider the finaneial amd
emotional sacrifice 1t takes 1o send therr sons from as faraway
s Alaska 1o this little school in the hills of Pennsylvania, We do
not boast an up-to-date building Alled with the Latest educations
equipment that modern schooling deems necessary, Our halls are
uniarpeted, Our classrooms are spartan in comfort, Our students
have T aceess 10 the infernet or tekevision,

As you would see if you visited here, & spirit of gentecl
poverty is apparent wherever you look. The classrocm hallway
fioor may e covered with mismatched tile, but its walls are lined
with beantiful paintings lustrating twenty centuries of his-
tory, The classrooms may leck ull but the must basic features of
desks and boakshelves, but the windows are graced with curtains
instead of institutionul blinds, These attributes of the bullding
manifest the splrit we hope o imstlll in our students, God has entrustéd us with this place to carry ot His work
= our job is to cure for and ¢ven besutify it so we can hand buck to Him a work of which we have been worthy
stewrds,

You know, of cowrse, that it's not the surroundings that matter most. It's the people - the chaplains, the
teachers, the staff - that are the school's greatest ssser and that make St. Gregory 's worth the sacrifice parents
fage sending their sons from home, It's those who teach, not only in the classroom but alsa in the Ballways, in the
refectory, the dorm rooms, on the playing field, in the chape| by the witness of their lives - they are the ones who
give 81, Gregory's the chance 10 show our students how 1o live u life of sacrifice happily ordered by obedience 1o
Ciod

Tha Freshmen Class of 2005-2006

One of our teachers, Sean Fitzpatrick, is profiled in the following pages. 1 have no doubt that he could
be muking a higher salary elsewhere and be gaining recognition of his talents in the larger world cutside St
Gregory™s Academy. He. like the vest of the staff, puts the spinual good of others hetore the material needs of s
family and himself. We are blessed to have such dedication

But it ks pur responsibility (o pay 4 just wage 10 these laborers in the vineyard. so thay may continue
their work. Without your help this s simply impossible. Cian 1 rely on you 1o join us in this important work - the
formation of youth by the example and the teaching of Jesus Christ? And m appreciation for your support of the
Academy by i donation of $35 or more [ will send you the Tutest CD the hoys of St. Gregory have put together
= INTROIBO. May God bless vou for your generosity,

[n Christ.
1ale Claik .
Howard Clark. Headmuster



F vou weré 10 stand putside the Acadenty
on a fall moming, you might need to step
4 dside os a young man armed with easel und

d sketchboak leads b pack of students up to
the field belund the school, He and the bovs will spend an hour
drawing the nature that they have resd about in their Natural
History class: How better 1o penetrate whiat God has rendered
than to attempt to render it vourself!

O if vou were 1o visit St. Gregory's after study hail and
swing by the 3 fioor auditorium, you might find boys on stage and this same bedrded man roaming the Hoorwith
scripl in hand. Neiw he is quiedy watching, Now he s calling to the actors from the b f the room. Now he is on
stage animitedly gesturing to them, He is at once culm, energetic. and conlident, With o leap off the stage he bids
the aeters to continue and retums o his ehservanon,

In town later at night a young lady of four months is rocked o sleep by a devoted father. The mother loaks
on with a smile while the baby is placed in the erib that has been ingeniously carved with lustrations from the tale
“The Bremen Town Musicisns.” The child bes i the lap of bequtiful arustry. construeted and cprved by none other
thian her futher who kisses ber pood night, It ias besn o gond day for must-teacher-Tather Sean Firpatrick.

Sean hails from Ottatva, Canada, where he wis born and ragsed, At St Clement's where the Fitgpatncks attend
Mauss, Sean found an neens for the imaginative play. thi characterized his life at home: At that lively puarish Sean
would direct his young fellow-parishieners m plays, bringing his talents 1o the public eve. By then he was also
drawing humorous caricatures for AN Thingy Constdered, the newsleuer of the Onawa Chesterton Sogiety, These
talented sketches eamed Sean quite a bit of atiention from readers of this fumous Catholic weter and apologisy,

For high school, Sean headéd south o attend a linde-known school in Pennsylvania, St. Gregory’s Avademy,
Needless to say, his talents followed him, Sean breathed fife into the halls of St. Gregory’s by directing four plays
and producing a short film featuring his classmates as cost, After graduating in 1998, second in his cluss; Sean
decided voattend Thomas Aguinas College in Santa Paula; California, There he excelled o5 o stodent, actor, divector
of plays, and official coondinator of student sctivities, And it was there that he met s lovely young lady wha would
later become his wife—Sophie Hileman Fitzpatrick,

Sean graduated from Thomas Aquinas in 2002, While some
graduates take “time off” after graduation to get their hearings and
chart their lives, Sean did not His first move upon graduation was
bath surprising and resolute, He returned east and joined the faculy
of 8t Gregory's where be is now entering his fourth year as teacher,
writet/director of plays, sutivities coordinator, and husband and
father.

Many have observed that sarcasm and mockery are the domi-
nant forms of bumor among the teenagers af toduy. A-cold climaze of
irany ani derision chills the hearts of the youth, This is a tragic state
of affairs thut must be remedied i an education is to be realized. I
fies on the shoolders of those who have been hlessed with a taste of
Joy topass this joy on,

Saan Fitzpatrick with wite, Sephis. nd
daughier, Anfania.




For athiers, the performunce ¢f pure drama and comedy is
nmsophisticated and silly. Unless the play is pervaded by durkness
und the laoghter by irony it s far o ridlieulous to purticipate in,
Dietight hias fallen to Snickenng True fecling and joy Haye been
lost in the posimadern mind, This, too, 158 3 sad shate of dramatic
affirs and is in need of remedy. With the love of God comes joy.
T thik jo is tost how then are we 10 come 10 [ove?

Pure drama and the whole-beared ploying of 2 part ire ac-
fivities which fly in the face of the current eynivism. To lose self-
conseinusness and engage in happy “play™ imshaken by thoughts of fw one
irony and assume delight, When the laughter tht ensues 15 merry, nor mocking, u viclory has been wot

it be pereeived is 10 defeat

Mr. Sean Fizpatrick .Jppra.mhe-, all his activities as staff member with o playfulness that excites de-
light. He will often "dress up” for his studenis as & character of o novel he 1§ teaching. How hetier to become
avquarnied with Huckleberry Finn than (o meet him when you come 1o class in the mornimg”? Students abeut
s read Treasure Islend are senf outside with a map of where their books are buried. How betier 1o becorte
aequainted with Jim Hawkins' adventure than 1o actually become o character in it?

Over the past three years, Sean has adipted plays from mujor works, written scripts himself, and
direeted boys in their performance. Shukespeare's Twelfth Nighr, Chesterton’s The Man Wio Ws Thuersday,
and Bentley's Trent's Last Case have all received standing ovations from prowd families and friends, The
pliays themsetves move with an energy and humor thit one would be hard pressed to find anywhere else, Part
of this may be due to the sctars” own personalities snd the vibrancy of the dormitory in which they live. Bul
most of it flows friom another source,

For jay tu be conveyed in this current climate
of cymicism it must bé taught by a teacher like Sean
Fitzpatrick. 10 the play The Mg Wio Was Thursday
Sean wys faced with a problem in o eritical scene. How
cun it high-speed cor chase be-enucted onstige” Here
many woukl throw up their hinds ar the ideas: )t is (oo
rldletbous t attenmpt such o thing, They would Laxgh
ot me it 1 tried to do iL" But“Me. Fitz” was non afraid
ol such talk, And sce! There are the players. sining on
chairs, the man in front holding o paper circle anacted
toastick thut somehow brings o mind asreting wheel,
Magked men in black sit under the driver and passengers wielding painted cardbosrd “wheels™ under thie
sctors’ legs. More masked men stand backstage holding drawings of @ tree. 1 house, and & lamppost. And
suddenly they are off! The wheels spin round and round, the driver steers, and the scenéry ¢hanges behind
as they pass now a tree, now 4 house now a lemppost, now snother tree; The audience sces it ull, but in thin
brief moment they see more, A convertible really 15 recing through the countryside: the landscape really is
changing. Those watching laugh uproariously for the sheer fun of it all, -

) SL.u‘h 15 the spirit of Sean Fitzparrick in the work that e does: As director, teacher. husband, and father,
Sean brings o distinct enerzy and lughter with kim. We at St Gregory's Academy are oriteful for his jov,
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Mow available is INTROIBD, a new record-
ing by the boys of 5t Gragory's Academy, singing
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Inspired by Erndel whe was added by his futher and @
family friend. designad the Bleache tipetion wil re
18 feet in Jength, 15 feet in width He will consimagt
the bleachers engirely from wood, whicl
withstand the hirsh weather. Duniel is currently fund-rising for the project,
the estimuted cost of which 5 approximetely 33500, 00, When completed,
however, the bleachers will comfortably searone hundred peapls
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Above: Academy Students on the
Auriesville Pligrmage 1o the Shrine
af the North American Martyrs
Below: Jonathan Kuptack, Class of
7, agvances his teammaties down
the Academy's Highland Fiald

| The Senior Class of 2008 wil prasent
The Secrewinpe Aporenf iorin May;
a play acapted by Sean Fitzpatrick
from G5, Lewls' celebrated book.
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