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ear Friend,

These are the difficult days in the lives of oor stidents, The jovs
af Christmustide are past, and we have many days (v go before the celebration of
Christ’s glorious Resurrection (und the promise of another break from the routine
of Academny life!). The sky is often overcast, the winds cold and blustery. Deep
inside of us there i & desire 1w hibervate and wail for warmer days.

But in the readings for Sepruagesima Sunday, St Paul exhorns us 1o
resist this femptation to repose. Using the figure of an athlete in training, he urges
us 1o contend for the prize of an incorruptible crown, oursalvition, He comparcs
thie Chiristian vocation 1o the running of a mee. We must oot become overconfident and allow our eyes to wander
from the goal, or else we may he counted mmong the also-rans who faled 10 win their crown of glary,

This reading is o timely for us at 8, Gregory™s, Each afternoon sfter classes the boys of the Acade-
my bundie themselves up and jog to the back of the school’s property for rughy practice. The article in the center
of the newsletter focuses on this game that vou may be unfamilisr with—and the benefits that are derived by the
young men who play it For myself, | see this game a5 an opportunity for our hoys to acquire a number of virues
critical for the realization of our noble calling as sons of God and heirs of heaven: self-mastery, courage, snd
magnaniniey.

Yes, the playing of rughy is in essential component in the formation that St Gregory's offers voung
men, but it comes with u price. Nearly all the teams we-compete against come from the Phaladelphis arew, Tust
getting to our “home field” at Monocacy Park in Bethlehem requires an hour and o half drive, In the last couple
of years the cost of transporting the team and spectators bis increasied alarmingly, putting a further financial
burden on the Avidemy. Please consider making o generous donation today so we can continue 10 offer

the young men in our charge the oppartunity ta
compete in sport: and more importantly, gain the
hibits necessary 10 win their incarruptible crowns
of glory.

We encourige you th write
PO PEAYEL TEGUesTs O

the hick of oor reply el
wihen you send them back.
The boys ind staff will pray
for your intentinns i aur
chagel, We also ask that you
pray for dur intentions ds
el

In Christ,
sl Cfand.
Howard Clark, Headmaster

&, firggorys Acadein: Chage!




WARRIOR-SAINTS

aeldess, the anger of Pelous 'son Achillens
devastation, which put pains thousandfold wpon _~

i I
L

ns The Uiisd, amd we readers are haried not {ar behind the strong souls of men
sittle. Throughout his immortal epic the bitnd burd Homer vigomoosly refuses o
lupse into drenms of batthetield sentmentality, Rather he vevels in the goee and Bood of
harsh hand-to-hand fighting Bt his aim is nol bloodiust. nor the opposite stince of pacifism,
The wyelcss nging suge of ol gees svision far otherwise. Here his afffiction proved gift; for

ed eves bk the =g that pierces,

Greek world was sl a resi-fingered dawer o the mind. i which the immaterial feilm wis st grisped
il louded. Here the ghstening form Hrst danced, Whether it was i the mind of Euclid or in the ng intellect of
Plato. all erention Mickered with 4 spark of the other world reflecting unchanging perfection: the very Good Hself,

Artstotle believed that becatise man could grasp the ymmateral form by rvitied, e s possessed in himself the
gleam of God. And because of the nobiliny and immeasurable worth of such a gifl, he needs sraln every ey o live in
secord with it Te becalled to the heighis, beyond the devouring frgs of ime and the chaeles of the inscrulible Lady
Formne. b prize oF priees, peibaps te oaly thing sworhy of attuiemen

Thetich Homer"s world is roogh and brug
ously sariving foward perfectson: their Tves vividly in

oftimes ous shert.
The lureient

sl 1l Men of strength ednbend with ome anothir continu-
errwimimg with the Vives of other men as well &5 the very gods
themselves. Thatigh they seem childish ot time ads Aeker escispe Homer's horieon, higher forces are ever present
wid ever in intessction with mankind in his work, As Arisiorle would inter stue, if man indeed i5-igmited by spark of the
D¥ivine he must ive mooceord with i, The plaing of Troy prove mpe ground for the artainment of suchvision. All life falls
under Homer's piarcing gaze, hiv bold brush strokes elevane i towsard the most perfect conecivable form. Warlike ond un-
redeemed as it oy be, the poet seekis o oller whist &5 on behulf of the better angels of o
can be-dsked of o minsirel s

- nusture to Thie skies: the most that
nging in the dark

dind wow Petrle bece

TR 3 |
i sivlps toshe helved land of thele Sativery,

I v

Wi at S Gregory's Acadensy are grateful for the
aift of Homer's gase. A bronee bust of the bard marks the
entrarice fo the practice field mwarnds the back oFour property




egmning in Cetober aur boays teain for the gume of mghy, Although the scason itself will oot start il
March, there (s much work to be done, The looming influence of professionul sport in America. with
ity exaEg: lt of the individual, needs be cast own in favor of The greatest of teum games.
Rugby is & world wish lawy of its gwn. The hall musebe moved forward but can only be passed back-
wird. Fifteen tuke oo tifteen but no one s allowed o biock, Since one stands lide chance ogainst so
stzible an opponent, all players st work tegether ro achieve success, When @ tsckle b made play continoes, s
all players must be inthe utmost physical condition. Hits are hard. the breuks are few. and the bodily requirements
high,

gl.i\_-. winter arrives the air grows eold and wind whips sround our humbhe figld. . Strabge hings hegin w ocur.
The by who sauntesed downthe hallway: lmbs every which way, hus sudsdenly begun to walke upright his head
el high. He learned o tackle for the first time on Toesdy, This bay whe wis shy in elass now hasan wir of con-
fidanca when hie speaks. Heseored g try for the first time. in s game last week. That hoy who sought personal gain
above ull else nos tikes his fellows into apcount mone often, Hie has recently become muster of the switchspass

Ebevation of heirt amd soul sre intringic to the lingoage snd wreof rugby, The giine was crested for the very
purpese of teaching leadership and virue 1o young men. While viol gunl!wnh miiilice 16 e worst of crimes,
the ability 1 push one’s bady. sustain injory, and hit hurd for i sukeof & good ead is o participation In reality, At
end of the day the conches gather the players in o huddle. Perhips saow is falling, perbaps the gronnd is ley, all
are.cold, but somehow o warmth clings to that sml] space. The boys breath can be seen hunging i midiiras they
Tew their hesdds in praver 1o Our Lady, Homer offered [ife good and life bad e gods and painied his heroes as
Torever striving fowards o pinnacle. o humble imitition we ik the same of our Bovs only it is normenely o Greek
ides] to-which they sarive, but muther something greater,

In thie Lnfieri, Dante puinss the Greek Masters an the very autskins of Hell, the tegion called Limbo, They
stand it solemn melukcholy! nol miserable, but ignorant of the etermal joy of Love; Dry overcast afterioons ire
but luck radionee. Sa toa wits their vision shirp but joyiess. With:Mary and her, fior came the stitring title
comse of car for. The Greek Masters spught the cause that bnmnsﬂnd bt e Ui e wnad final couse wis o
Team of light too elusive m those durk duys,

Yer unbeknownst o them thelr legaey would prove o stindy Tampstand, Thesr words would by the pash for o
King. Chureh Doctors again and again plundered gold from the writers Dd'm: 81 Augustine siw in Plate o
partal to 81, John's Gaspel, St Thomas Aguings is afien duhbed the baptist of Atisiotle. Thetgh they knew it not at
the time, the brave minds of the-albeit pagan Greek world wens in truth the pnwmn‘ﬁscn‘uﬁs of Holv Providence,
cultivating 2 wisehd ints which Holy Mather Church would be received.

This all began with Homer. Fust as in dovas of ald when our Below:

Haly Mather Choreh herself serred the gond things of antgquicy, The Highlundeérs
sty b doestur behiool seize the good out of this gume. A gaime gather in prayer 1o
of glory, & game of lewdership, o game of spcrifies, of Onr Lady o

suflering, u game of gy, righy rises in o Cuthalic e
environment (0 heights beyomd which its feunders B
ever bonceived,

On-the Feast of the Immaculide Coneeption the
sutnsparkbed over wlite show-covered ground. as the
s of 51 Gregory's campeted ina rghy toarmament
in homor of Chir Lady, Before the mutches begon. the
cuptaing guthered thelr sams fnonler, and together
processed 10 the lehl. solemmly bearing a stutue
of Our Rlessed Muther, Having prepared (or hier
& place of honor by the side line, one by dne the
wcuptaing led their players before ber, offering roses,
and kissing the feet thil trewd upon the serpent. The
ettty (hibt ensted were fieroe but happy, At the el
of the dav, the victors fook up thetr Ludy and led her
safely home, while the ress followed singing the Ave
In joyous pwilight,

Queen of Victory




The 3rd Annual
Robbie Burns
Supper

at St. Gregory's Academy

Headmaster Howard Clark and ruest spiakor Dr.
Willinm Fakey of Christendom Collége address the
uszembly ar St Gregory’™s 3 Annual Bums Supper

The students; faeuliy, stulf, and guests guthered

I thoe cumdieliv Refectony fur the-Robbie Bt

Supper. A meal consisting of truditionn] Seottish
Fare wis served in honor of thi: poet,

Tl Senior Chiss of 20015- 200 sing o e by
Burns m tribute 1o the great poct und song writer
of Seotland, Other poems and songs by Bums wend
recited and sung by the studens ofter the mead wd
into the evening

Xhe Burns Suppey 2006

On Serurday 28, 2006, the stodents und stuff of 5t
Ciregory s Aciidemny gathered in the refectory 10 celebrate the 3rd
Ammual Robert Biims Supper. To the sound of bagpipe and drum,
the night began with the ceremoniil presentistion of the Haggis. As
she Blare of the prpes died down My, Sieve Fitzpatrick sddressed
the dish with 4 wast by Buens entitled “To o Hugges”. The Selkirk
Girmee followed. Then, Mr Sein Fitepatrick spoke o “Toast to the
Tassies™ in right bonnre Seoes: This favoe was retuned by Mrs.
Beebe in her “Toast 1o the Luds"

Thin & fine repast was had by all. It bogan with Hagges;
lamb Intestines, ground and wrapped in the sume’s ssnmieh. Thiy
waa closely followed by cock-i-leckie soup and birdies (snmll pies
of meat corrotsand potatoes). soda bread and stavies (o cassernbe
o the some ingredients us the bindies) . The dessen of spioed
apples and femen pound cake was o firting finish to the feast

e Willimm Fahey of Christendom College gave the maln
sididress foousing on Burni. He did an admirable job considering
thn “half of Bumy.is unintelligeable. . the other hatl' is unpro-
nounceable.”

Follpwing this, posms. songs, and fousts passed in guick
spceession. One of the highTights wis the traditional skit “Tain O
Shanter.” Thay skit bousted o fine repertoire of freshmen getors,
himemade props, ind M Sean Fizpatrok’s impressive narrion
tn the ogiginal Scottish Brogue:

As the nleh wound down. a fallen comnule John Blonski
was sillured by u toast followed by the revelers” prosud singing of
“Hannic Charlie.” This was un emotional moment for his brother.
alumnist Jostia Blonski . wiho alio attended the supper.

M, Clark copped the night with seme closing remirks
which were imerrupted by o sanding ovasion from the enthusizstic
fellows, Chur headmusser thanked Dr Fahey and all whe made the
night a sue

mid the merrymakers
s the chipel 10 the sounids of
"Alld Lang Syne.” A5 the echoes: faded und
silence began its slow desgent upon the dorms,
the bivys dgain kel before (heir Lond

umek Crod,

priveeasal (o

Fr Evurnistus Eshlowy FSSF of the Fraternity's 3
Apostalate, paid on unnonounced visit o St Gregory 's
Academy on Tunuary 13 He spoke 1o the:students about
Ut hispory wnd endeavory of his apostolate

Diuring his brief stay, the students colfected S357.00 und
donated ity Er. Eshiown and the Nigerian aposinhie
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