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The Catholic Faith is a precious gift given 1o us by Christ which we in tum are
abliged to hand on o our children. | was movingly reminded of this tuth while watching
the Academy students as they partioipated in the linegy for Condlemas. Each student
approached our chaplain, kissed the oflered candle, then kissed his hand before taking it
in his o “ hat a striking image of the a task of Catholic education! [tis our privilege to hand on the light of faith
10 the next generation of Catholic faithful. Christ has given over the light of fith into our hands, and now he is
dependent upon those spme hands for its future communication.

This handing on is he mesning and challenge of wradition, nword which has its Latin yoots in the notion
of “giving over." Beginning with Christ, and spanning the many generations of Christendom, the light of Christ has
Been given over to us. primanily by the annointed hands of the bishops and their priests. but ulso by the supporning
hands of simple faithtul suchas you and me.

At 8t, Gregory's we have a distinctive way of handing on the light of faith which we call the poetic
maode. Just as the light that graces the top of the candle feeds on the honey mansformed into wax by the bees. so
the light of faith is nourished best by the defights of poesry and music. On the next page, jurior Francis Pouliol
reflects on a song which has o large place in our school tradition —The Minstrel Bov.™ Traditional songs such as
this one which sings of the faithfil harp praising the minstrel’s homelmnd, prepare voung hearts for the higher praise
of man's true homeland,

That we may continue to hand on the light of faith, | ask
you 1o give to uswith open hands. If our school is' 1o remain acees-
sible to all Catholic students. especially those from working and
middle ¢liass families, it is-cssential that all those who can, assist us in
megting our financial burdens.

With the season of Lent upon us, please consider giving
your alms to St Gregory's Academy so that we can hand on the
Light of faith even to those who could not otherwise afford a Catho-
lic education.

T Christ,

Pttt Cdud

Howard Clark, Headmaster
P-S. Through the gsnerdsity of Mr. Howiird Waldh of Keep the Faith. | havea
special alfer o those of vou who can make o donation of 31000 more- a
series OF iudio 13pes presenting Archbishop Fulton ). Sheen's Dublin
Retreat. They would provide & good Lensen exercise for sou and your mily;

PPS. By sure to read sbout & special new by incentive on the back poge of
this newsletterand see vur reply card for infirmistion on the Mustang Raffle,
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Asa third year junior here at the Academy | was delighted, and a bit surprised, to-be asked to write a
newsletter article about the significance of our school song, “The Minstrel Boy,"” This song, written by the peet Thomas
Moaore, has been the official sone of St. Gregory's ever since the schoal s beginning.

1 belicve that the founders of St. Gregony’s Academy understoad “The Minstrel Boy™ as our school song
because they believed thae the theme and wisdom contained in its bymes would give the students-a good model to know
and imitate. The Academy’s founders saw in the words of this sang the very bey that they hoped w form young unedu-
cated teenagers into, In my opinion, this great song can and does relite 10 us; the students of the Academy, on three
different anc important hortzons. First, it is an example to us as young men striving on the road to perfection as saints,
Secondly, it embodies our school's warrior spirit of being o *Highlander' on the field of battle (the rughy pitch), in the
dormmitories, and for the rest of our lives. Thirdly, the song eulls s 1 be whia we call a*lad- mate,” meaning someone
whi is always ready and willing to sing joyvously with his friends,

“The Minstred boy to the war s gone.” The first line of our song truly deseribes the mission of St. Gregory’s:
to-make us, her students, saints. The song tefls us that the minstrel boy has gone to war. The war he fought wasa
physical battle hetween his fatherland and its foes, But this verse speaks to us, who are prepaning to fight an even more
mportant war: the bartle for our souls, Here at St. Gregory's we are preparing otrselves for that war when we go to
Mass, when we play rugby, when we study for 3 tost, when we attend class. Ineverything we do, we dre getting ready
to march off 1o defend the holy Faith of our fithers, This s the most important thing that St Gregory's does — it gives us
& Stromg Zrasp on our most precious Faith and & love for our Lord and the Blessed Yirgin, To win the war against our
spirituat foes it is important first o remove ourselves from those tantalizing vet deadly distractions of this passing world,
We must learn 1o “die"” to the world as the minstrel boy dies in our song. However, this death s not defeat, i1 is victory
and glory. Tor it is in “dying” that we come closer o owr Lord wh s the source of eiemal life: AL St Gregory's we
withdraw ourselves from all the superfluous sccessories of those powers who wish to divert us from our goal,



This is why when a boy comes to study at St. Gregory's he leaves behind most of the extra comforts he has
at home. Life ot St Gregory's s designed 1o strengthen and condition the soul for the most important battle; where we
must “die” 1o ourselves and fo the world, in order 10 be ready 1o face our ultimate tral. That is why abig part of our life
here at St Gregory s is devoted to charitable works, like lfting up the spirits of old people in the nursing home with
song, Wetry to do as the minstrel boy did: wi gird on our fathers” swords to fight the good fight — with our musical
instruments on our backs, we wield the sword of Faith while singing praises to our Maker.

‘As the minsirel boy was fearless in the face of his enemies. so we try o imitate him by fighting for our Lot
even when most of the world has betriyed Hime We will stand and fight courageously as the minstrel boy did, in
defense of our final homeland, our “Tand of song™ — Heaven, St Gregory™s trains us 1o live oul s resolution in our lives
by daily prayer and by participating in the most holy sacrifice of the Mass, St Gregory™s will form us into strong Catho-
lic mén so that when we leave here we will be in the world but not of the world, and be prepared to live and die for
God as the singing seldiers of Christ. In our school seng, the minstre] fell but the foeman could not conguer his spirit
and neither will we be conguered. The formation and education of St Gregory s will fielp us and our Faith 1 be
victorious.in the cnd.

The second virtue we leamn from this seng is that of perseverance. This is seen in the minstrel boy’™s uncon-
querable spirit, which we imitate and which never allows us to surrender even when faced with suffering and perhaps
even failure. This heroic attitide manifests itself stromgly in our athletic progrm. Ours is a small school and it is hard to
compete athletically against larger schools, but still we are tough and atways put up a good fight. The courageous spirit
of the minstrel boy nspires us as the St Gregory's Highlanders, and will not 1ot us give up, no maner how hard it might
be or haw tired we are. We are almiost always the underdog among our sports tears. With “The Minstrel Boy™ as our
standard, we follow his lead and struggle to losses, victonies, and glory,

The third and final way we interpret our sehool song is in stressing the importunce of musie here avSt.
Gregory's, We Sing as classmites, teammates, and ‘lad-mates.” Song is an integeal part of our ourriculum and forma-
tiom, und this for several reasons. Most importantly, we sing in prise of God, chanting in the manner of our great patron
atMass and in hiymns, As minstrel boys, we sing as St. Gregory the
Great tanght us —to give honor to God. As that minstrel boy did
beforeus, we sing 1o encourage our army. our brothees in Chiist, and
to cheer our team along to fight against the adversary with courage and
pride. Finally, we sing the same songs that he did, namely the traditional
songs of the highland tribes; a strong people, who fought against their
attackers with bravery and resolution,

“The Minstrel Boy™ is wsong of inspiration, exhortation,
and a standard for all students at St Gregory™s Academy, Wewill
abways sing this song with unity, pride, and joy. The message of the
minstre] boy invites s 1 be warrior-saints, singing m the Name of God
while holding fast and even fiercely o His goodness, truth, and heauty,
May He permit our song o outlist and averpower the bombastic noise
ofthe world so that we might all assemble agamn wgether in His holy
hialls —without the foss of a single brother — o fill them with our joyous
refrain,

Francis Poulior, *08-
(Official Piper for the
S.G.A. Highlanders




St. John Bosco Banquet
The students at St, Giregory s Academy
celebrated the feist day of St John Boseo
onJanuary 31 with an [alian style banquet
and s tremendous jugaling
perfisrmunce in hanor of
this great patron of the
school. The Troupe of St
Julinn, led by Mr. Luke
Culley, and the hosting
[reshmien cliss made the
feast dav.a great success

Specinl New Tax Incentive = Use Your IRA as Never Before by Giving to St Gregory's Academy

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 encourages Mnancial support of charitable organizations in the

Lh]ilcd States, .\uu(urdmg o thisact, 1|en|.\lr 70V vears old and older may have upto S HMLOMK this year given direetly to
£ ALITY. In fact. the amount th o4 conate may

bcricciuclnl rrnm yer l.:ubl::l 415, lhis REDUCING / TOF TAX YOUPAY. Anyane who qualifies may
take advantage of this, even iT o spouse has already done so mm snother TRA.

For these with other retirement packages like 401(k)s etc., ask your advisor or administrasor to ransfer fiunds
o an [RA and then have them sent. This act covers ONLY gifis sent directly from the retirement aecount - DO NOT
withdraw (his money and send it yourself, have your IRA administrator do it for you and mention dat this is under the
“Penision Protoction Act of 20067 our adminisratoswill know what thit swenns snd how 10 proteet vour money
your taxable sssets, and help 8¢ Gregory’s Academy all in one act:

Remember, all that is required is that; | ) you be 70 vears of age or older, 21 make the gift on or before
December 31, 2007, and 2) the vearly gt fram that account be legs than STO0000,

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING ST, GREGORY S ACADEMY IN THISWAY, ASIT ALSO TIELPS
¥OU, OUR BE ACTORS, Thank you,

L teduce
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